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Canadian Infant Mortality.—Table 1, pp. 187-189, shows the striking
improvement that has taken place in the rate of infant mortality during the past
25 years. Of the 1,155,000 children born in 1950-52, approximately 45,000 died and
62,000 lived to their first birthday who would have died at the rate prevailing in
the period 1926-30. )

As illustrated in Table 18, infant mortality of males is 25 to 30 p.c. higher than
that of females for Canada as a whole, with wider variations for the individual
provinees. As pointed out earlier, there were between 1,051 and 1,067 males born
to every 1,000 females in the 1941-52 period. Because male infant mortality is
higher, the excess of males is reduced drastically by the end of the first year. For
example, in 1950-52, 593,810 male children were born compared with 559,889
female children, an excess of 33,921 or 6-6 p.c.; 25,882 male children died during
their first year compared with 19,329 female children, that is, 6,553 more. The
excess of males at one year of age was thus reduced to 27,368 or 5-6 p.c.

As indicated in Tables 1 and 18, infant mortality rates vary considerably from
province to provinee. One of the principal causes of these variations appears to
be the different proportions of births that take place in hospital or under proper
medical care (see also p. 193). Along with increased hospitalization has come better
and more widespread pre-natal and post-natal care. Other factors have also been
important, particularly the supervision of water supplies, improved sanitation,
the pasteurization of milk and the use of antibiotics.

18.—Distribution of Infant Deaths, by Sex and Province, 1921-52
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